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FDR Memorial Amphitheater Restoration Approved

by Rick Pressler

In the election of November 4, Roosevelt voters
overwhelmingly approved a public question cementing
Borough support for the restoration of the FDR Memo-
rial Amphitheater, located adjacent to Roosevelt Public
School. Over 75% of more than 400 voters cast ballots in
favor of the measure. The Borough Council subsequently
authorized putting the project out for bid at its Decem-
ber 16 meeting; the bid specifications to solicit competi-
tive proposals for the work should be available before the
end of January.

Although the voters approved a bond referendum to
fund the project, half of the actual construction cost will
be reimbursed to the Borough by a grant received from
the Monmouth County Municipal Open Space Grant Pro-
gram for up to $330,000. In addition, the Borough’s match
will be greatly reduced by a fundraising campaign initi-
ated by The Fund for Roosevelt, which to date has raised
over $233,000, representing all or most of the Borough’s
remaining cost. The Fund will hold its annual public
meeting at Borough Hall on March 28 at 10:00 am;
the meeting will provide a forum to provide updated
information about the project.

The idea for the memorial originated with
Roosevelt artist Ben Shahn in 1945, but the effort
initially stalled for lack of funding before moving for-
ward years later. The featured sculpture, a five-foot tall
head of Franklin Delano Roosevelt set upon a marble
pedestal, was designed and executed by the artist’s
son Jonathan Shahn, who oversaw the casting of the
bust at a foundry in Italy. Local architect and long-
time Roosevelt resident Bert Ellentuck designed the
amphitheater, which was dedicated in 1962. Speak-
ers at the dedication included New Jersey Governor
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Robert Hughes, United Nations Ambassador Adlai Steven-
son, actress Anne Bancroft, and former First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt, who made one of her last public appearances at
the event.

Due to the site’s historical significance and status, the
Borough was required to apply for approval from the New
Jersey State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). SHPO
provided its approval back on September 10.

The restoration plan, provided by the landscape archi-
tectural firm of ETM Associates in Highland Park, NJ, was
designed within strict guidelines for maintaining historical
authenticity in accordance with the site’s historic status.
Bert Ellentuck still resides in Roosevelt and has been an
active participant in the citizen advisory committee for the
project, as has Jonathan Shahn’s widow Jeb Shahn.
Construction is expected to begin in spring 2026 and
should take about six months to complete.
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August and January by

. . . . ) . Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc.
news items, information of local interest, letters to the editor, poetry, and visual PO. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555

arts. We ask all contributors to adhere to the following submission guidelines:

Welcome to the 49th edition of The Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, an all-volunteer
publication serving the borough of Roosevelt, NJ. We welcome submissions for

* Send submissions to the email rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.
* Send your submission as a Microsoft Word attachment or as plain text
within the body of your email. Please do not send PDFs.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Sharyn Walz, Assenka Oksiloff,

* Include images as separate files in jpg format. Rick Pressler, Kevin McNally

It’s natural that people have second thoughts about what they’ve written, but
we want to discourage multiple submissions of the same thing whenever possible. MANAGING EDITOR
When necessary, the revised version should be cleatly labeled as a revision. Rick Pressler

We reserve the right to edit in accordance with our publication standards and poli-
cies, and to include items as space permits. ASSISTANT MANAGING

EDITOR
The Bulletin board members are thrilled to see that people are utilizing the Bulle-

tin as a forum for communicating about our community’s most critical issues. We Larisa Bondy
are grateful that Roosevelt has supported this publication for so many decades by
contributing both financially and intellectually. We are committed to providing you

. . . TREASURER / BUSINESS
with the best publication possible.

Kevin McNally

SENIOR CITIZENS: There is a S.C.A.T. bus provided by Monmouth County
Division of Transportation that comes to Roosevelt and will take you shopping to CONTRIBUTING
ShopRite in East Windsor. There is no charge to you for this service.

WRITERS
If you wish to go, you must call the S.C.A.T. bus at 732-431-6485 and press 1. Give _
th ) dd d the ¢ ) £ dwh ) <h t Sharyn Walz Larisa Bondy
ecm }our name, a ress, an ¢ town }ou are IOI’Il, ana wnere }ou AW R (0] gO. RiCk Pressler Tirn Hartley
[ Ron Kostar
Alan Mallach Cherie Chelst

The MEALS ON WHEELS program delivers prepared meals to Roosevelt seniors
who need this assistance. Though meals are provided free of charge to recipients, the GRAPHIC DESIGN
cost to the program is $2.50 per meal. Donations to help cover these costs May be

sent to Interfaith Neighbors, 810 Fourth Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712 Hope Pressler

Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., is a

An atchive of past Bulletin issues can be found online at www.mazicmusic.com/ '
New Jersey Non-Profit Corporation

rbb.htm, courtesy of Mark Zuckerman.

THE ROOSEVELT BOROUGH BULLETIN
is distributed free-of-charge to Roosevelt residents and via mail to out-of-towners.
Donations from readers, wherever they may be, and regardless of the medium in which they read the Bu/ezin,
are very much welcome since we could not publish without reader support. Donations are generally tax-deductible.

PLEASE SEND IN A CONTRIBUTION TODAY. WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.

Please send contributions to: Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc., P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555
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ROOSEVELT HISTORY

S~ The New Yok

ROOSEVELT, N. J., May 9, 1961 town. The memorial association has al-
I ' | ready obtained pledges totaling $5,000,
including $1,000. voted by the Town
Council.

“We have more talent around here
than we had in 1946,” Mt. Shahn said.
Bertram Ellentuck, an architect who

moved here four years ago, has drawn
blueprints for the amphitheatre and a
reflecting pool. Jonathan Shahn, the
artist’s son and a student at the Boston

Museum SChOOl’ did the portralt, which Bertram Elletuck, meorial’ architet, disusses

will be cast in bronze. Marvin Feld, model with Irving Plungian, Mayor of the community,
who has agreed to do construction work at cost.

who grew up here, is working on the

landscape architecture. Irving Plungian,
a contractor, will do the construction at
cost. The school board has donated the
land.

While Mr. Shahn talked, Dore Schary,
the playwright and movie producer,

who has volunteered to raise money

This community of 200 families, es- outside the community, telephoned to
tablished twenty-five years ago by the say he had just received a $250 dona-
New Deal as a rural utopia for gar- tion. Originally named Jersey Home-
ment WOI'kCI‘S, will ]?Cgil’l thls month to StCadS, this town, about a dozen miles Ben Shahn, fther of the sculptor, originlly conceived
construct a memotial amphltheatre to southeast of Princeton, was renamed the idea of the memorial. He drew sketches in 1946
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Roosevelt shortly after the but abandoned project when funds proved scarce. |
Ben Shahn, artist and president of  President’s death in 1945, Tts
the local Roosevelt Memorial Associ- 200 modest, flat-roofed cement
ation, believes the amphitheatre and houses, each on a half acre, were
a five-foot-high portrait, statue will leased by the Federal Govern-
be the first municipal monument of ment to the garment workers.
its kind to President Roosevelt in this A garment factory and
country. It is scheduled for completion public utilities were part of the
this summer, well in advance of the project, which was conceived
Roosevelt Memorial planned for the as an antidepression measure.
bank of the Potomac in Washington. The theory was that the workers
M. Shahn, a husky, white-haired would be able to subsist during
artist, was in shirt sleeves and an apron the garment trade’s slack periods
bright with motley paint and ink stains on truck gardens and 600 acres
as he talked in his studio here about of farmland held in common by
the memorial. He drew the sketches the residents
in 1946 and raised $2,000 from his The community had divested
neighbors. He returned the money itself of its cooperative produc-
when prospects dimmed for raising tion enterprises by the time the
the full $20,000 needed. The project Federal Government sold out to B R D AN %
was revived last fall, when civic leaders the residents in 1946. Mrs. Ilse Riesenfeld conducts second-grade class at Roosevelt
decided something should be done The New York Times School. On \yzll is mqral painted ’by the elder Mr. Shghn. It depicts
for the twenty-fifth anniversary of the by Catl T. Gossett Jr. E:l:hgsir:f;t gs;sgiilrlzt? felfj(i;f :s\:;x?efnzg?r ;a;il:;t“\]j;fers
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RECIPES

Easy Chocolate Balls that Kids Can Help Make
By the Saks Family

These no-bake chocolate balls are a huge hit with kids and adults alike.

Ingredients

8.5 oz. tea biscuits (2 sleeves + a few biscuits)
2 oz. melted butter

1 cup white sugar

1 cup cocoa

1 cup milk

1 tsp. vanilla

To coat: ground coconut / colored sprinkles

To Make

1. Crush cookies in a large Ziploc bag using a rolling pin. You don’t want it
to be too fine. A few large pieces are ok.

2. Pour Crumbs into a large bowl and add milk, sugar, cocoa and butter.
Mix well.
Shape into balls (whatever size youd like!) and roll into coconut.

4. Place into a pan or container. Refrigerate for a few hours until firm and

enjoy!

The Piano
for my father

When he was old,
And knew he was dying,

He put everything in order,

Time stopped.
And he opened up for once

and told me,
“I have few regrets, though

I do wish I had learned to

Play the piano.”

— Ron Kostar, 11/25

Dog License Information

License Fees:
Spayed/Neutered: $12.00
Non-Spayed, Non-Neutered: $15.00

$1.00 late fee for every month after January

All dogs must be licensed every year. . [k Bl
This license expires January 31 of next year. Scan for a copy of the dog
license form.

Scan the QR code or go to
https:/ /www.rooseveltnj.us/_Content/pdf/forms/dog-license-app.pdf
for a copy of the license form.

Please fill out and mail (or place in dropbox on side of building) the
form with your check or money order, made payable to Borough of

Roosevelt, plus required documentation.
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Tree Removal Permits

Roosevelt Residents: tree
removal requires a permit
per Borough Ordinance
20-08. You can find the
permit on the Borough
website under the FORMS
tab (https://www.roosevelt-
nj.us/forms-home-page).
When you click on the link
for the permit a copy of the

ordinance is also attached.




EARS!

A What’s doing with you?

B Oh, just sitting here, thinking.

A About what — may I ask?

B Last night I watched a broadcast of the Vienna Symphony. The most extraordinary conductor — he made
love to every note, brought out the very best in the orchestra, and even led the entire audience in an
elegant “clap-along.”

A Classical music — not my bag.

B At one point, he even had the musicians - all instrumentalists - singing! So refreshing! Not like the
concerts I was taken to as a child.

A Jazz is so wonderfully surprising. Unlike the written, hour after hour.

B Well, to each their own.

A I thought you liked jazz?

B I do. In seventh grade, I was taken to a concert hosted by Billy Taylor.
A Jazz pianist!
B With a round robin of twelve of the finest jazz pianists then alive. Thelonious Monk. Willie “the Lion”

Smith. Around and around, taking turns on two pianos. Never forgot it!
A And you still like the Vienna Symphony? You never got tired of it?
B I'm all the more appreciative. Each player afresh with a new interpretation. Just as surprising — as you

put it — as an improvisation.

A My ears don't hear it that way.
B A less privileged background, maybe?
A My grandfather played trumpet in Cab Calloway’s band, for twenty years. I still have his records - that’s

what I grew up listening to.

B Privilege, of a different sort...
A You got it now. And you heard it here! ##
--Judith McNally
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Roosevelt Public School

Education Foundation
Fall/ Winter 2025

NEWSLETTER

WWW.RPSEF.ORG RPSEFDN@GMAIL.COM

Hello from the Foundation! ‘

As the vibrant colors of autumn sweep across
Roosevelt, bringing with them a sense of cozy
reflection and renewed energy, RPSEF is thrilled to
share the exciting ways our community's generosity
is harvesting right here in our schools! Just as the
leaves turn brilliant shades, your support helps
transform educational opportunities for our staff and
students this fall. We are so proud to announce the
recent cycle of grant awards that are bringing
innovative ideas and educational resources into our
classrooms and school environment. Your

contributions are planting seeds for growth that will
last far beyond this season!

Students experience learning in nature and enjoy apple picking and
meeting animals (Terhune Orchards-Left) and hayrides and pumpkin
picking (West Haven Farms-right). Far right- Visiting Artist, Ron
Kostar introduces students to breathing for singing!

Expanding Horizons and Creative Expression‘
seField Trips: Students are moving beyond the
classroom walls! Grants funded fun and educational
trips to Terhune Orchards for seasonal learning, and
West Haven Farm for environmental science.
Upcoming trips include students traveling to the
Historic Village of Allaire for a glimpse into the
past, and to Jenkinson’s Aquarium to explore marine
life.

&Coming Soon: Young Audiences: The Little
Circus Assembly Program- this fun, engaging
performance will introduce students to the arts,
movement, and the joy of live theater.

W Ongoing: Visiting Artists Program: Bringing
local professional artists into the school continues to
provide unique workshops and inspiration across
various disciplines, enriching our arts curriculum.
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Students love the experiences and it is another
example of our unique community! We financed a
Dragon H.E.A.R.T. core value literacy and SEL
flexible seating space for students to be used for
SEL and continued exploration of the school’s
values. The space was thoughtfully designed for
meaningful monthly activities.

Building Community and Skills‘

WRPS Club Expansion Project: RPS is
significantly boosting their extracurricular offerings!
Foundation funds have helped expand vital clubs
like the Gardening Club
and the “Splash of Color”
grant which encourages
horticultural ~ skills  in
students through the study
of new flowers and plants
outside the school building.
We awarded grants for the
creation of new clubs at
RPS! The sports club, for
grades 1-3 allows students
to enhance physical and
social skills, in addition to
encouraging positive habits
like discipline, teamwork, and resilience. New to
RPS are the Theater, and Student Council clubs
which ensure students have an opportunity to find
their passion, build leadership skills, and connect
with their peers outside of regular class time.

ﬁ,'! Why your support matters!

These grants are the direct result of the commitment
of families, alumni, and community members like
you! Your support funds one-of-a-kind creative,
hands-on experiences that make an education truly
exceptional. Every donation ensures our dedicated
staff can implement their best ideas and that every
student has access to a richer, more diverse, and
engaging school experience.

As we look toward the winter months, we invite you
to continue to partner with us. Your support fuels the
grants that will be awarded in our next cycle. We
will soon begin our End of Year Appeal and look
forward to your continued support! Together, we can
keep the spirit of community, creativity, innovation
and enrichment thriving at Roosevelt Public School!
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RPS so far this year....

Mrs. Faunce’s Pre-K Class

Pre-K had a wonderful time visiting
West Haven Farm. Pumpkin picking,
the hayride and maze all added to
enhancing our knowledge and appre-
ciation of Autumn.

Ms. Bondy’s Kindergarten Class
Kindergarten has been busy learn-
ing letters and words and all kinds

of ways to decompose numbers.

We have completed our first unit in
Science on Trees and Weather and
taken four field trips and one nature
walk so far. We are excited now to be
in our Life Science unit and meeting
cool creatures. We are enjoying being
buddies with the 4th graders; they are
awesome role models.

Mrs. Fusella’s 1st Grade Class

First grade has been working on
various projects with their fifth grade
buddies. We've made gratitude feath-
ers and displayed them on a large
turkey. We just made a snowman
project that corresponded with the
book “Snowmen at Night.”

Miss Bellino’s 2nd Grade Class
Second grade studied different U.S.
landmarks and created a museum
outside of our classroom for them.
They have been working hard in math
as they begin their journey of adding
two-digit numbers with a variety of
tools.

Ms. McCalin’s 3rd grade:

The first 60 days of third grade have
been filled with excitement and
discovery! Students started the year
by learning how to write using de-
scriptive language, and wrote per-
sonal narratives about their summer
adventures. In math, we jumped into

multiplication, building strategies,
confidence, and fluency as we learn
new facts. In science, we are animal
experts. We have been studying hiss-
ers to learn about animal characteris-
tics, adaptations, behaviors, and their
environments.

Mr. Santanellos 4th Grade Class

The 4th grade has enjoyed the ‘Buddy”
trips with our Kindergarten friends.
We went to Allaire State Park and
West Haven Farm together, and had

a great time walking the Roosevelt Na-
ture Trail with them!”

Mr. Gershman’s 5th Grade Class

The 5th Grade has been busy the

first 60 days of school! In addition

to working hard in class, the stu-
dents have organized and run a few
fundraisers. They did an amazing job
at the “Spooky Walk” fundraiser for
Halloween. They helped run the Pie
Sale for Thanksgiving as well. In addi-
tion, the class has been working hard
at their Safety Patrol posts to help the
school run more smoothly each and
every day.

Mrs. Gazzani’s STEM Classes
Over the past 60 days, our upper
elementary STEM students have been
engaged with hands-on learning and
real-world investigation! Students
successfully raised several species of
butterflies, observing each stage of
the life cycle up close and recording
changes as young scientists. They also
tended to our fall garden, learning
how seasonal shifts affect plant growth
and practicing cold stratification
techniques to prepare native seeds for
spring planting.

Using the Engineering Design
Process, students constructed their

own model spider webs, testing and
revising their designs in the same
manner as real engineers. They ex-
plored fascinating fall phenomena—
such as leaf color change and tempera-
ture patterns—through experiments
and outdoor observations.

Currently, students are diving into
the cause-and-effect relationships be-
tween humans and natural disasters,
investigating how communities are
impacted, and exploring possible solu-
tions that can help keep people safe.

It has been an exciting, inquiry-filled
season of STEM learning!

Senora Battista’s Spanish Classes
In Spanish we learned more about

the Mexican holiday El Dia de los
Muertos (The Day of the Dead). We
looked at all of the cultural aspects of
the holiday- the beliefs, the foods, the
dress and other customs. 3rd graders
learned what goes on an ofrenda, then
designed their own!

Mr. Faunce’s PE Classes

These first 60 days in PE have been
full of activity—students started

with our soccer unit, then moved
into badminton, and wrapped it all
together with team-building games
that strengthened sportsmanship and
collaboration.
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FICTION

Elizabeth & John
By Albert Hepner

(Continued from the November issue.)

Elizabeth and John arrived in the
United States with a three-year-old
daughter he elected to love but not
adopt. Hed stayed with his needy
mother while Elizabeth remained in
the London apartment that would be
comfortable enough for two but not
three. Fortunately, her inheritance was
sufficient so that she could return to
school to major in a useful profession.
The liberal arts degree she earned
from the elitist university helped her
understand and appreciate every-
thing she read, but it wasn’t until she
graduated as a sociologist that she
felt she could join the professional
establishment to contribute to people’s
welfare—an interest that set her apart
from the rest of the Royal Family.

John often helped her with chores
in preparation of the impending birth
of Phoebe. He ran errands, helped
clean her apartment when she sug-
gested getting a chambermaid to
do it, and, later on, babysat Phoebe.
Elizabeth’s zeal and charm landed her
a job as soon as shed graduated, three
months after shed given birth. None
of this was sufficient to keep them in
England. It wasn't until years later,
after they split up, that he realized hed
been a bloody butler for her during
their stay together in England.

Class had always been an irritat-
ing issue to John. There wasn’t any
place that he could be without being
constantly aware of feeling beneath
the live fray of life. He felt subservient
to everyone riding the Underground,
and likewise whether on Piccadilly
Circus or walking the streets of East
London. Although hed learned to
keep his fingernails clean, it was only
in one pub or another with workers on
the dole, or with dirty fingernails, that
class didn’t tear him down.

Elizabeth whose love and attitude
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he cherished, nevertheless made him
teel inferior. In spite of his queries,
shed never told him of her back-
ground, but he suspected shed never
shaken a hand with dirty fingernails.

Fortunately, they didn’t depend
on John for resources either social or
financial. Elizabeth had made some
acquaintances among Americans in
Great Britain while attending school,
and once in the States her degree
landed her a job with an American
friend’s help. At first Elizabeth, John,
and Phoebe stayed with their Amer-
ican hosts in Croton-on-Hudson, an
upstate New York Community with
pockets of progressive people, which
suited John, until they were able to
afford to rent a house of their own.

Phoebe, as children often do, at-
tuned to the American lifestyle imme-
diately but made sure she retained her
British accent, which had always been
welcomed by Americans of all walks
of life. Her lean thin appearance fit the
young British girl stereotype.

Elizabeth’s aristocratic bearing
added to her natural charm. As a social
worker her clients were certain she was
more knowledgeable because of her
accent; it added a certain panache to
whatever she said.

The women were happy with their
states of affair: Phoebe had many
friends despite her obvious desire to be
seen as more than the rest of the local
gentry. Elizabeth thrived as director of
a small agency in Briarcliff Manor. It
seemed to work well. The denouement
from the British Palace to the Cro-
ton-on-Hudson address and degree
gave her the latitude to be a commoner
without really having left what many
others would think of as an elite place.

John, however, didn’t fare as well.
Somehow, his background didn't let
him escape the feelings of inferiority
that his parents had determined were
the only prospects for people of their
class. His only saving grace was that
while he managed to get jobs painting

the walls of working-class people’s
houses, he indulged the very anger that
lay in his heart and stomach by paint-
ing abstractions and portraits. The
portraits, to his inner delight, reflected
both his anger at society’s injustices
and the faces of famous legislators
both at home and now in the U.S. The
hate in his heart for those who had
oppressed people, was represented in
the faces that depicted all the wrinkles
of life: oppression. He might have felt
that he hadn’t gone beyond what his
father had had to do his whole life,

but at least he was able to express his
disdain through his art. The faces told
the world what the house painter was
doing but it didn’t know it.

So, all three in their own way,
found the U.S. a place where they
could express themselves. Elizabeth
had befriended others even when John
couldn’t warm up to them because of
his own disillusionment with what he
thought would be a truly classless so-
ciety; in spite of his intended rejection
of class, he turned out to be a middle
class want-to-be, doing everything to
reach it including putting down those
that weren’t quite there. His constant
dissatisfaction prompted Elizabeth
to suggest he find a way to get away
from painting rooms in old houses and
go back to school to learn a different
occupation. To his own bewilderment,
hed always been good in math and
logic, so they concluded that the new
field of computer programming might
be both intellectually stimulating and
less inclined to feed John’s feeling of
being a butler’s butler.

John’s nights at school studying
computer programming were produc-
tive but placed a strange strain on his
relationship with Elizabeth. Her new
profession increased her awareness of
the plight of women throughout the
world but particularly in Westchester
where many of her clients’ woes, no
matter how they manifested, seemed

Continued on Page 9



Elizabeth & John
Continued from Page 8

to stem from the same stigma suffered
by butler’s butlers: disrespect by men
at all levels. A women’s movement
emerged, and feminism, the theory
of the political, economic, and social
equality of the sexes, increased her
interest in organizing activities on
behalf of women’s rights.

The weaknesses that existed in
their relationship was exacerbated
by John’s facile ridicule of women’s
frailties at the hand of men. While he
sharpened his computer programming
skills, she organized a NOW women’s
group in the erudite town in which
they lived, where even the progressive
women had succumbed to men’s ex-
pectations of women’s inferiority. The
infectious disease that had brought
society to its modus vivendi crept into
their lives. Theyd return from their
respective evenings out, he from class-
es overwhelmingly attended by men
because ostensibly women could not
retain enough information to sustain
a string of information long enough to
create a program that would allow the
average person to carry on a written
conversation; she from a NOW meet-
ing she led to convince women that
they could do anything that needn’t
have been compared to what men did
or approved. The clash that was about
to break up their marriage was built
into the fabric of their heritage: she
would never have become the Queen,
and he would never really be anything
other than a butler’s butler’s son. No
matter how much she loved that hed
helped her out of the institutionalized
life she dreaded, he still manifested
the British man’s aura of male supe-
riority. To John, her sudden interest
in freeing women from history’s
manacles, took away from the more
important passion to break down the
class system that, no matter how much
it was denied, still existed in the U.S.,
even if not as pronounced as in Great
Britain.

To be continued. Look for Part III in
the next issue...

Press my lids together

“You have ten more minutes to play”

“Oh Ma” pleading.

“It’s getting dark... time to come in.”
Bouncing...bouncing and pavement smacking.
“Time’s up, come in!”

“Ahh...just one more minute, please!”

I don’t want to stop playing.
Not then.
Not now.

Then, it was the youth of a bouncing ball,
chalk marks on the street demarking our jumps for hopscotch;
the thrill of hiding and seeking, especially at dusk.

Now, I won't press my lids together,
lest the day slip away with the years and decades of a lifetime.

Let me play!

Holding on, pocketing those daylight moments;
resisting the moon and its shadows,
dilly-dallying the night.

Mama,

I want to play,

to write to paint to dance,

to finish the collage, to teach that course;
finally catching the agent’s eye,

the bingo of those illusive abs.

Nah, don’t want to close these eyes;
to stop playing summer night forever.

--Robert Axel 12-11-2025
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WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT ROOSEVELT?

Have something that is special to you? Maybe the reason you moved here or
stayed? Perhaps something you discovered recently or something you know has
always been here. If you have a “favorite” from living here, please submit it to
Rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com

Roosevelt is the most welcoming town on earth! You can never feel alone when
you're in Roosevelt.
— Rhiannon Al-Saadi

I love watching students I had in Kindergarten grow into tweens, teens and
adults. It's wonderful to bear witness to this over and over again close up!
— Larisa Bondy

I love the trails, and that the community works together to maintain them! So
many gorgeous views.
— Cecelia Ticktin

I love that there are lots of squirels to bark at!
— Scout Pressler

Christmas Tree Disposal

Christmas trees can be dropped
off at the entrance of the sewer
plant located at the end of pine
drive - on right hand side until
January 31, 2026.

and Trail

< e 8- |, 2o
Turtle on the Roosevelt Woodl

RECYCLING
DATES

January 14 & 28

February 11 & 25

HOLIDAY HOPES
A Ho Ho Ho!
B Hi Santa!
A And what would you like for Christmas this year?
B Oh, you know - Peace on Earth & Goodwill to All.
Pll do my best. Issue/ Problem

Thanks, Santa.
There’s just one thing.

Oh?

This year I want you to dance for me.

How?

On mistletoes!

— Judith McNally

Power outage

JCP&L - 1-888-544-4877

Telephone outage

Your telephone provider
(phone # is on your bill)

Loose or lost dog

Animal Ctrl: 609-234-4862
or
State Police 609-584-5000

Road obstruction

911 /
State Police 609-584-5000

Trees down

911 /
State Police 609-584-5000

Health Emergency

911

Comcast outage

1-800-COMCAST

FIoS outage

(800) 837-4966
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evelt® Arts Pro

The Roosevelt Arts Project (RAP) is a collaborative venture of friends and neighbors in and around Roosevelt,
New Jersey. Bringing together artists in a variety of media, our mission is to foster collaboration and present
their work to the public. Founded in 1986 by the nationally known artists, Bernarda Bryson Shahn and Jacob
Landau, and others including writers and musicians, the Roosevelt Arts Project presents a series of annual pro-
grams. This varied series premieres new works by Roosevelt playwrights, painters and potters, folk singers, poets,
and composers, as well as experimental collaborations.

Roosevelt, NJ

DATE/TIME VENUE EVENT
Saturday, Borough Hall Brahms and Friends
February 21, 33 North From his early friendship with Robert and Clara Schumann throughout his life,
7:30 PM Rochdale Ave. Johannes Brahms collected admirers and friends, many of whom were distinguished
Roosevelt, NJ composers in their own right. Pianist Alan Mallach will play music by Brahms and
both Schumann’s, along with music by less well-known composers, interspersed
with his insightful and enjoyable commentary.
Saturday, Borough Hall Collage!
March 7 33 North Join us in the Borough Hall for a two-day celebration of collage featuring works
11 AM to 4 PM Rochdale Ave. by Roosevelt artists and other talented local makers. In an era of material abun-
and Roosevelt, NJ dance, rapid change, and limited attention spans, collage has emerged as an art form
Sunday, uniquely suited to our times. The flexible definition of collage, the wide range of
March 8 available materials, and the impulse to cut, paste, and reassemble life’s fragments
11 AM to 3 PM into new forms, has produced a variety of voices and approaches to collage-making;
Saturday, Borough Hall Tuning the Alphabet
April 11, 3:00 PM Poems by Roosevelt poets.
Saturday, Borough Hall “Cracking the Code: The Fascinating World of Chickens”
April 25, 33 North A multi-media presentation exploring the biology, behavior and significance of
7:30 PM Rochdale Ave. chickens, from their evolutionary history and domestication to their role in agricul-
Roosevelt, NJ ture and sustainability today. Come and be prepared to learn surprising facts about
these intelligent birds and their impact on our world.
Sunday, Borough Hall The Roosevelt String Band
May 3, 33 North This year’s Roosevelt String Band show will feature songs to lift and strengthen our
3:00 PM Rochdale Ave. spirits during these troublesome times. The band will include Ed Cedar on guitar,
Roosevelt, NJ mandolin and fiddle, Joe Pepitone on bass, Nancy Wilson on vocals, Guy DeRosa
on harmonicas, Noemi Bolton on guitar, banjo-uke and vocals and David Brahinsky
on guitar and vocals.
Sunday, Communitywide | Garden & Art Tour
June 7, The urge to create, with brush, chisel, or trowel, generating beauty, raising food
1:00 pm to crops, and creating spaces for quiet reflection thrives in Roosevelt. Visit the gardens
4:00 pm of some of Roosevelt’s most passionate gardeners and artists and see their creativity
in its natural habitat. A map of participating gardens will be available on the RAP
website closer to the event.
Sunday, June 28th | Borough Hall “Common Ground” Musical Celebration
at 6 pm 33 North All are invited to join us in celebrating the beauty of Summer and the communi-
Rochdale Ave. ty we share. With familiar sing-alongs, and fresh original songs both heartfelt and

playful, featuring Gabe and the Saks Family Band, The Knockabouts - George and
Cherie, and more.

Visit our website: www.rooseveltartsproject
Suggested donation of $10 for all events (unless indicated) to support RAP, the Roosevelt Arts Program
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A Gesture

For Lou Esakoff

I hover at the front door,
lift the shade,
scanning through the partially obstructed view
of parked cars
and weeds, peeking through the cracked black asphalt,
dead in this winter grief.

I am impelled to burst out, seize it there at your driveway’s edge,
along its side, or haphazardly landed on a patch of snow or grassy mud.
Seasons depending.
It is not there.
It won't be there.
No delivery today - or ever.

All those seasons when you aged alongside me, neighbor.
And your old man - a decade or so ahead of mine -
in your pride, allowed my small gesture.
And your, “Thank you for taking up my paper”

Your orphaned daughters, touching all you saved on shelves and in boxes
replete with idiosyncrasy — have cleaned out your soon to be resold home.

Dear friend-like-family — your New York Times has been deleted from the drop at 32 Farm Lane.

And, I pace from my kitchen to the front door glass reminder, and back into the useless kitchen,
thwarted — my small gesture aborted.

Where does this energy go?
Sense memory impels me towards my morning ritual; black coffee, cup in hand, I descend my
drive towards yours, scan our tree lined country road, sipping the seasons in my zen-ful
moment. And I lift that plastic, blue-wrapped news - your window to the world - that you
devoured alongside your bagel morning.
It is a kindness one does for the old, retrieve their newspapers from the delivery on the road.
Sometimes, I secretly sprayed for weeds peeking through your patio pavers.

Of course, I dragged your battered, empty recycle pail on Wednesdays

from the road back to your door - every other week. You allowed for that.

But mostly I received your kind gestures, not so small, over four decades of neighbor.

— Robert Axel 12-30-2025
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SENIOR CORNER

Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving was a special time ~

Family, friends, good food - maybe some wine ~

We remember & look back over the year ~

Always thanking Him for what we hold so dear~

It jump starts all the season’s holidays ~

Oh how I love it all & do dread it too - I dare say ~

On this special day, my husband likes to cook ~

We all know his famous Mac n’ Cheese - a recipe that’s not in any book ~
I like the corn souffle - oh no am I already too late ~

I better hurry up & get that slice - I can hardly wait ~

Oh no - will I have to wait an entire year ~

Just to have that one slice - I do fear ~

The green beans are always the best ~

My brother-in-law makes them - he’s a regular guest ~

Can it really be that this one day is just so right ~

To be surrounded by loved ones - day into night ~

I've always loved the desserts - the pies - extremely tasty ~

If only I could eat them all - such fine pastry ~

The hour is getting late now - & soon I must retire ~

The clean up is not at all anyone’s desire ~

I want to wave a magic wand - & make it all stay so nice ~

Oh dear - maybe next year I will even listen to some other’s advice ~
“Order in” -they say - or - “go away on a trip” maybe ~

But what fun would that be ~

I would probably do the same again - when its time next year ~

Oh my - oh no - oh yes - oh well - oh bother - oh dear - oh dear !!!

Adrienne Cheshier

New Jersey
Department of
Environmental Protection

24-Hour Hotline

1-877-WARNDEP or
1-877-927-6337

For reporting spills, hazard-
ous discharges, and other
environmental emergencies.

REMINDER FOR RECYCLING:

Public Health
Emergency?

You can call the
Monmouth County .
Board of Health 24/7

at 732-431-7456

Always leave at least 3 feet between your
garbage can and recyclable container(s).
The arm that lifts the garbage can needs
enough room to operate so it can avoid
knocking over other containers.

Power Outages

In the event outages occur due

to severe weather, customers
without power are encouraged

to report their outage by calling
1-888-LIGHTSS (1-888-544-
4877), clicking the “Report Out-
age” link on www.firstenergycorp.
com, or by texting out to 544487.

Customers should immedi-

ately report downed wires to
1-888-LIGHTSS (1-888-544-
4877) or call their local police
department. JCP&L reminds cus-
tomers to stay away from downed
wires, even if they believe they
are no longer carrying electrici-

ty. Extra caution should be used
in areas where downed lines

are tangled with trees or other
debris. Motorists are cautioned to
treat intersections with inoperable
traffic signals as four-way stops.

JCP&L customers can subscribe
to email and text message alert
notifications to receive weather
updates in advance of major
storms and updates on scheduled
or extended power outages. Vis-
it www.firstenergycorp.com/con-
nect to enroll.

Follow JCP&L on Twitter @
JCP_L, on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/JCPandL or online
at www.jcp-L.com
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Contributors to t

he Bulletin

Contributions received after the 15th of the month will appear in the next Bulletin.

Carlo & Mary Alfare Louise and David Hoffman Greg & Elizabeth Possiel
Robin & Robert Axel Gail Hunton & Wes Czyzewski ~ Richard & Hope Pressler
Elsbeth Battel Henry & Kate John-Alder The Raines Family

Richard & Janet Bernardin Anna & Ben Johnson Heriberto Ramirez

Linda Block Ingrid Jordan Irving & Amanda Rose
Ulrich & Stacey Bonna Doreen Kirchner Kirk and Jane Rothfuss
Susan & Robert Cayne Kosa family Susan Schwartz & Jim Alt
Cherie Chelst Ron & Deirdre Kostar Fred & Linda Septak
Cheshier family Bonnie Z. Koury Jeb Shahn

June Counterman Lynn Lawson Linda Smith & Michael Szewczyk
Walter & Linsey Coyoy Stephen Lombardo & Kristine Sokolow Family

Ana Debevec Wellington Michael & Marilyn Ticktin
Kay Drury Claudia Luongo & Ken Maffeo Mary & Rod Tulloss

Frances Duckett David Luongo Kevin and Sharyn Walz

Burt Ellentuck Steven & Mary Macher Alexandra Bonfante Warren
Louis Esakoff Julia & Jim McArdle Ralph & Nancy Warnick
Judith Goetzmann Alan Mallach Judith Weinberg

Jay & Anna Goldman Michael Merritt & Hilary Wilder =~ Naomi & Michael Weinshenker
Alicia & Joel Gonzalez The Murray Family Frank Wiesinger & Theresa Secks
Anne Hayden Terri Nachtman Joe & Diane Zahora

Albert Hepner Jodi & Dave Parsons Tony & Gail Zelenak
Constance & David Herrstrom Alison Petrilla Mark & Judith Zuckerman

Thank you for your generosity! Send in a contribution today.Please send contributions to:
Roosevelt Borough Bulletin, Inc. P.O. Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555

Recycling Guide for Monmouth County
(including Roosevelt Borough)
by Hilary Wilder

You can put all of the following into your recycling bin for curbside
pickup every other Wednesday morning:

*  DPlastic Containers — any shape container with a #1 (PET,
PETE), #2 (HDPE), or a #5 (PP) label.

e  Glass Containers — any food or beverage bottle (but no ceram-
ics, dishes, glassware, lightbulbs, windows, caps or lids).

e Metal Cans - aluminum cans, tin cans, bi-metal cans, non-haz-
ardous aerosol cans.

e Aluminum - foil, pans (try to crumble into a ball).

e Paper & Cardboard - cardboard shipping boxes (flattened),
chipboard boxes, white and colored paper, junk mail, magazines,
soft cover books, newspaper (including inserts).

*  Please keep recyclables clean, dry, and rinse out food residue.

And remember: NO PLASTIC BAGS! KEEP ITEMS LOOSE!
For more information: https://mctenj.com/wp-content/up-
loads/2025/06/Recycling-Guide.pdf

ROOSEVELT SENIOR CITIZEN CORP

Roosevelt Senior Citizen Corp: Now i lications for Senior/ idized Apts. 1; 2
Bedrooms. For more information, please contact :Mail: Cervelli Management, IMarine Plaza, Suite 304, North
Bergen, NJ 07047
Qualified applicants will be placed on a waiting list in ch logical order ding to rked date and time,
or if hand delivered, the date and time of the lication will be marked. i MUST meet certain age or
disability i and income requit to be eligible for this program. Applicants MUST BE 62 years of
age or older OR

disabled in order to meet requirements. Rent is calculated at 30% of monthly income.

EOH: We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and market program in which there are no barriers to
obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.
If you have a disability and need assistance with the application process, please contact our waiting list
coordinator at 201-868-6300 ext 38

1-17 N Valley Rd, Roosevelt,
CALL: 201-868-6300 NJ 08555

Cervelli j.com
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BUSINESS SPONSORS

The Bulletin publishes free-of-charge public information listings from Roosevelt residents and businesses, and from those in the imme-

diate vicinity with ties to Roosevelt. Write: Roosevelt Bulletin, Box 221, Roosevelt, NJ 08555. Contributions are appreciated and are
tax-deductible (suggested: $50.00/year, $60.00 if over 5 lines.) Deadline is the 15th of each month

AUTOMOBILE SERVICING

Compact Kars

3 Trenton Lakewood Road,
Clarksburg, Nj 08510

Complete Mechanical & Auto Collision
Repairs/Towing/Select Used Cars
609-259-6373

MUSIC

Delta Noir

A Band Playing Early Jazz And Blues And
Gypsy Swing. Ron Kostar On Clarinet
And Vocal; Robert Thorn On Guitar And
Vocals; Ron Villegas On Guitar; Henry
Dale On Stand-Up Bass.
Www.facebook.com/Deltanoir.

Available For Parties And Other Occasions.

Guitar Instruction

Age 7 & Up

David Brahinsky: 443-1898
Storytelling & Folk Singing
Available For Parties.

Piano, Keyboard & Music Production
Lessons

Live Music For All Occasions.

Gabriel Saks (609) 529-5431

PET CARE

Pet Pleasers

Dog Training Services - Certified Dog Trainer
Pet Sitter, Boarding, & Grooming
609-426-4209

Paw Prince Pet Sitting

Dog Walking, Boarding , Home Visits
Www.facebook.com/Tashaspawptince
(908) 809-2888

MATH TUTORING

Roosevelt Students:

Elementary Through College

Do You Occasionally Need Help With Math
Homework Or Help Preparing For A Test?
Call Mary Tulloss (Retired H.s. Teacher)
For Appt.: 609-448-5096

Tutoring Provided At No Charge

In Loving Memory Of Sarah Tulloss.

PERSONAIL CARE
Tai Chi Classes

Roosevelt Boro Hall
Wednesday 9:30 Am — 11 Am
Thursday 6:00 Pm — 7:30 Pm
June Counterman 609-448-3182

HOME ITMPROVEMENT
Aspen Tree & Turf (732) 928-5747
Offering The Highest Level Of Tree Care
Since 1976, With 11 Nj Licensed Tree Ex-
perts On Staff. Free Estimates. Fully Insured.
Tree Pruning * Tree Removal * Stump
Grinding * Insect & Disease Control * Tick
& Mosquito Control * Lawn Treatments
Www.aspen-Tree.com

Dr.k’s Designscapes Inc.

P.o. Box 516, Roosevelt, Nj 08555
(609) 448-1108 / (732) 939-2085

Www.drksdesignscapes.com

Fully Insured & Licensed

Craig Kaufman, President

Snow Plowing & Snow Removal
Complete Lawn And Tree Services
Designs / Planting Plans / Lighting
Spring & Fall Clean-Up

Mulch / Stone / Top Soil

Gutter Clean-Out / Powetr Washing
Pest Control /Driveways / Retaining

Walls / Concrete Staining / Sealing
Patios Natural Stone & Concrete Pavers
Fencing / Fire Wood

East Windsor Floor Covering

We've Got Your Entire Floor Covering Needs
*Wood**Vinyl**Tile**Ceramic**
Wall-To-Wall Carpets, Area Rugs

East Windsor - 609-443-6999

Hague Heating & Cooling Llc

For All Your Heating & Air Conditioning Needs
Family Owned And Operated

Over 30 Years In The Business

Nj Lic.# 19hc00144600

Call 609-448-5424 Fax 609-469-5908

Quest Air Mold Remediation, Llc

Mold Inspection, Testing, Removal, & Remediation.
Water Damage And Floor Restoration.
Serving Commercial And Residential Properties.
Licensed And Insured. Free Inspection.
Www.questairmoldremediation.com

1-888-604-5325 609- 301-8475

Stephen’s home improvements LL.C
Stephen Leonardo

Remodeling and renovating

NJ license #13VH13026000

Fully insured
s.homeimprovements.llc@gmail.com
732-984-1365

Timberwolf Tree Service

* Shaping * Tree Removal * Lots Cleared
* Mulch * Snow Removal * Stump
Grinding * Hedge Trimming * Firewood
John (609) 918-1668

Insured Quality Work
Www.timberwolftreeservice.com

Youri Nazarov Complete Home Remoldeling
609-443-3388

Long Term Contractor With Twin Rivers
Association. A Resident Of Roosevelt
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Basements,
Flooring, Interior Doors, Painting,
Architectual Moldings And So Much more.
Free Estimates. Licensed And Insured.

% W %

OTHER SERVICES

Mendies Family Farm

65 N. Rochdale Ave., Roosevelt
Year-Round Farming
Community-Supported Agriculture(Csa)
Spring/Summer/Winter Csa Memberships
(609)-820-8809 * Www.mendiesfarm.com

The Adlerman Agency, Insurors
Handling Houses In Roosevelt On Every
Street In Town Since The Early 1940s.

317 Forsgate Dr., Monroe Twp., Nj 08831
| (609) 655-7788

Kiddie Academy Of Upper Freehold

5 Allyson Way, Allentown, Nj-609-208-2530
Conveniently Located Near Exit 11 Off 195
Just 10 Minutes From Roosevelt, Near
Tractor Supply And Behind Roy’s Deli.

Call Today And Schedule A Tout!

Save our Sewers -
Don’t Flush Wipes

Please do not flush wipes or paper
towels down your toilet. Even the
wipes that are labeled “flushable”
are not treatable in our sewage
treatment plant. They clog up the
equipment and the repairs are
costly.

Please do not pour household
grease down your drain. This clogs
the sewer lines and the repairs are
costly.

Your water/sewer bill reflects the
added maintenance costs caused by
these wipes and household grease.

Please put your wipes, paper towels
and household grease in the trash.

You can pay your
Water/Sewer Bill and Taxes
on-line
Go to www.rooseveltnj.us

Borough Mailing

Instructions

When mailing anything to Roosevelt
Borough, please use

P.O. Box 128. This includes property
tax payments and

water/sewer payments.
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JANUARY FEBRUARY
1-2 Thur.-Fri School Closed - RPS, MHK, HHS 2 Mon. 7:00 pm Council Meeting
5 M .00 C | Meeti Borough Hall
on. 7:00 pm Council Meeting Peoov Malkin. M
Borough Hall ceey ~ o Tn, A
Peggy Malkin, Mayor 11 Weds. Recycling Pickup — &®
6 Tues.  6:00 pm RPS Board of Education 12 Thurs. Parent Teacher Evening Conferences
Ken LeCompte, President Melvin H Kreps
10 Sat.  11:00 -  Winter Beach Walk at 13 Fri. Eartly Dismissal - Roosevelt Public School
12:30 pm Fisherman’s Cove Conservation Area ) )
Manasquan 16 Mon. President’s Day

A Monmouth County Park System

Naturalist guided walk along the beach

Go to www.monmouthcountyparks.

com/EventCalendar.aspx for a full list
of the Monmouth County park events.

14 Weds. Recycling Pickup )
16 Fri.. Farly Dismissal - Roosevelt Public School
19 Mon. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

School Closed - RPS, MHK, HHS

20 Tues. 7:00 pm Council Meeting
Borough Hall
Peggy Malkin, Mayor

21 Weds. 7:00 pm Environmental Commission,
Borough Hall

School Closed - RPS, MHK, HHS

17 Tues. 7:00 pm Council Meeting
Borough Hall
Peggy Malkin, Mayor

19 Thurs. Parent Teacher Evening Conferences
Hightstown High School

25 Weds. Recycling Pickup !:5

21 Sat. 7:30 Brahms and Friends
Borough Hall

Pianist Alan Mallach will play a pro
gram of music by Brahms, Schumann,
and others with commentary.

28 Weds. Recycling Pickup &

Find us on

Facebook

Keep up to date with the latest happenings, events
and announcments.
www.facebook.com/RooseveltBoroughBulletin

If you would like your organization’s event posted to
our Facebook page, please send event details to

rooseveltbulletinsubmissions@gmail.com.

Construction and Permits

The Construction Official has Borough hours on
Wednesdays from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.

Questions regarding building permits should be directed to:
Department of Community Affairs - 609-567-3653
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Sign Up for Code Red!!
Receive emergency notifications from the borough.

Have the notifications go to your landline, or cell, or
both! Sign up by going to www.Rooseveltnj.Us

Stay safe! Stay informed!

Zoning Officer, Code Enforcement
Housing Inspector Officer

Jeremy Kuipers Ed Szbanz

email: zoning@rooseveltnj.us code@rooseveltnj.us
phone: 609-448-0539, ext. 7 609-448-0539, ext. 8
Office Hours:

Mondays 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Inspection Hours: Mondays 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
https:/ /rooseveltnj.us/other-government/ zoning-officer

Please send events to the Roosevelt Borough Bulletin at
P.O. Box 221 or
email to RooseveltBulletinSubmissions@gmail.com.
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